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And Enoch m God. and * 


Was not 3 en God "took bin. 7 


a Teſtimony of Rel 


10 Di is my Witneſs, my Friend, Wett 
fincerely I ſympathize with you, on 
95 Occaſion on which I am now to ſpeak. 
The Friendſhip with which was honoured. 
by your deceaſed Paſtor, enables me, in fome _ 
Degree, to judge what a Loſs you muſt have 
ſuſtained in having him taken from you. 
And that Eſteem and Love, which were the 
neceſſary Conſequence of the many excellent 
- Qualities which I could not but obſerve in 
him, forbid my refuſing to concur with you, 
in any Thing which may be looked upon as 
to his Memory. 1 
| ſhould haye been glad, however, if ſome one 
could have been found to have undertaken 
the Work upon which I am entering, who, 
by Years and Abilities, was better qualified 
for the Performance of it, than I feel myſelf 
to be. As the Lot has fallen upon me, you 
muſt give me Leave to hope for your al r 
rious and candid Attention to what I hal 
fer to your Conſideration: and may the God 
of all Grace, from whom alone is the ſuffi- 
ciency of every Creature, enable me to ſpeak, 
and 208 to ö in ſuch a Manner as ſhall ol 
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it is even * to 800 to t 
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5 . 20 
'moſt for our _ and tne Benefit 
that we may find, by oth Experience, that 
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The Wor ds, 


F 2 then, we are to conſider what is im- 


=>. plied in the Expreſſion, Enoch walked with 
 Ged. And it is eaſy to fee that it muſt 
mT imply—a Belief of the Being and Perfections 
of God—an habitual Senſe of his Preſence 
A Conformity to his WII rand an E in 


his Favour. 


In the firſt Place, e with God i im- 
55 or rather preſuppoſes, a Belief of the 
; 01 and Perfections of God. Of this we 
rikingly reminded by the Apoſtle, in 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, where, having 
produced Enoch's Tranſlation as a Proof of 
the Efficacy of Faith, he juſtifies his doing 
ſo, by ſaying that before his Tranſlation he had 
thrs Teftimony, that he pleaſed God; referring 
no o Doubt | to this Part of our Text, in which ; 


e Houſe of Mourn- 


8 W ich I bins Hot to be the 
TR. Ground of our Meditations, naturally divide 
I, themſelves into two aac and lead us to 5 
| Inquire, 3 ow 

Finſ, what is implied i in the Exprefion | 
Enoch walked with God, and Es 


| Secondly, what is the Import ar that Aker 1 
| Expreſſion He was not; for God took bim. 


it is teſtified that Enoch walked qwith God. But 
without Faith, continues the Apoſtle, it 7s im- 
poſſible to pleaſe him + For he that cometh to 
God, muſt believe that he is, and that hes @ 
Rewarger of them that diligently ſeek him.* _ 
Faith you fee is here repreſented as the fun- 
damental Principle, the Ground-Work, on 
which alone every Attempt to draw near to, 


or to pleaſe God, mult reſt for its Support. 


T3 7 


Such a Faith, therefore, from whenceſoe- 
ver it was derived, we may certainly conclude 
Enoch to have had, He could not, indeed, 
de deſtitute of Arguments, on which to build 
his Belief of a ſupreme all-perfe&t Mind. For 
even with Reſpect to the idolatrous Heathens, 
we are aſſured by an inſpiring Apoſtle, that 
hat which may be known of God, is manifeſt 
in them; for God hath ſhewed it unto them. 
For the inviſible Things of him from the Crea- 
ion of the World are clearly ſeen, being under- 
= flood by the Things that are made, even his 
ecternal Power and Godhead ||. From the ſame 
Source then, it was poflible for Enoch to 
draw ſuch Notions of the great Creator, as 
would afford him ſufficient Reaſon for walk-_ 
ing with God, in all the Senſes of that Ex- 
preſſion which we are about to confider. He 
might behold the Heavens declaring the Glory 
e God, and the Firmament ſhewing his handy 
N e ne. ONS... 
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Wark; Day unto Day uttering. Speech, and 
Night unte Night ſbewing Knowledge ; for 

there is no Speech nor Language where. their 
Pace is not heard. From what he obſerved 
in the World around him he might infer, that 
all the Works of the Loxp are done in Truth, 

that he lboveth Righteouſneſs and Judgment, 


and that the Earth is full of the Goodneſs of 


the LoxD. 1 And from hence it would rea- 
7 dily follow, that, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
be 15 a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
bum. On ſuch a Perſuaſion of the Almighty 
Power, the infinite Wiſdom, the unfailing 
Truth, and inexhauſtible Goodneſs of God, 
might Enoch have reſted his Hopes and Ex- 
1 pectations from, his Love and Reverence for, 
and his Submiſſion and Obedience to, the ſu- 
preme Lord of Heaven and Earth. 


But tho the Works of cr 18 Pro- 
? viflence might have been the Ground of E- 
. "noch's Faith, fo far as we have any Account 
of it in our Text, in which it is only ſaid 
that he walked with God, yet, from another 
Part of the ſacred Writings, we learn, that 
he was alſo favoured with Revelations from 
Heaven, being himſelf a Prophet of the moſt 
High. And the Things concerning which 
he propheſied were ſuch, as may lead us to 
ſuppoſe, that * had the moſt intereſting 5 


Views, 


tt. 


. 5 
1 2 TY 5. way 


= Palm xix. 1-3. — * 5 


<0 


view f the Duties ul Obligations of Men, 


of the Manner in which their Conduct is ob- 
ſerved and taken Account of by the Creator 


and Governor of the World, and in which 
he will at length diſtinguiſh between the 


| Righteous and the Wicked. For St. Jude 


tells us, that Enoch alſo, the n from A- 


dam, propbeſied of theſe, ſayin 
Lord —_ with ten T hoyſand, 


3 Behold, the 


godly Sinners have Spoken agamſe bim. x 
How much farther Enoch's s Faith extond- 


ed we are not informed. It is probable how- 
ever, that, as an Intimation of the Grace and 
Truth which are by Jeſus Chriſt was given 
to Adam immediately after the Fall +; and 
as God is repreſented as having ſpoken con- 
cCerning the Meſſiah by the Mouth gf bis holy 
Prophets, which have 1 ince the World be- 
gant; Enoch was not unacquainted with 
this unparallelled Inſtance of the Goodneſs 


and Compaſſion of God; and, conſequently, 


that this too was an Object of his Faith, and g 
a Ground of his Hopes and eee from 


us Father of f Mercies. 
co | Sond 


© Jude , l. 4 Ce. fl uh. z Eke re. 


of his Saints, i 
To execute Fudgment upon all, and to conuincde 
all that are ungodly among them of all their un- 
godly Deeds which they have ungodly commit- 
red, and of all their hard Speeches, which un- 
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Secondly,” walking with God im plies an ba- 


; bitual Senſe of the Preſence of God. To walk 
with any One is to go in Company with him, 


and therefore to be with him where he is, 
To be with God, indeed, is eſſential to every 
Creature. For whither ſhall we go from his 
Spirit, or whither can we flee from his Pre- 


Vence: If ve gſcend up to Heaven, he is there; 


if we go down to the Regions of the Grave, he 
1s there alſo; if we could flee to the utmoſt 
Bounds of Creation, we ſhould be ſtill with bim; 


neither can any Darkneſs conceal us from his 


Fiewh. And therefore when it is ſaid of any 
as it here is of Enoch, and as it is in another 
Place || of Noah, that they walk with God, 
5 ſomething more muſt be intended, than a 
mere being in the Preſence of God. It muſt 
imply a Senſe of that Prefence ; a lively and 
affecting Conſciouſneſs that they are conti- 


nually under the Eye of him who made them, 


ſubject to his Obſervation, the Objects of his 5 


conſtant Care, and the immediate and per- 
petual Dependants on his Support, e 


tion, and Bounty. 


And what noble Motives and Supports may 


be derived from ſuch a Conſciquſneſs as this? 

What a Reaſon for Contentment i in every Si- 
tuation, for Reſignation in all the changing 

Scenes of Life; to be always mindful, that 


A 


66 


F $SPlalmenxxix. 12. Gen. yi. 9. 
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Ts) 


whatever befals us has come to paſs. under 


the Eye, and therefore by the Permiſſion of 
him, who knows infinitely better than we 
can pretend to know what is beſt for us, and 
| whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works; 
and that whatever may be our Circumſtances, 
or to what Place ſoever we may be driven, 


ſtill he will be with us, nay, cannot be ab- 
ſent from us ?—What a Ground of Comfort, 


to reflect that we are ever in the Preſence of 
him, from whom our Help muſt come, Who 
alone is able to do for us whatſoever he plea- 
ſes; to protect us from every Evil, and to 
ſupply all our Wants? Well may they wo 
thus wall with God adopt the Language of 
the pious Pſalmiſt, and ſay, Though I walk 
through the Valley of the Shadow .of Death, I 
Dill fear no Evil; FOR THOU ART WITH ME, 


thy Rod and thy Staff they comfort me*.--What 


a powerful Guard e: all Tendency to 1 
that which is ſinful; to remember that the 
Eye of him who made us, and has us abſo- 


55 lutely in his Power, who has placed us here 


aàãZzlzs in a State of Trial, and will one Day judge 
us for the Things done in the Body, of him 


who is righteous in all his Ways, and holy in 
ll bis Morte, is continually upon us, ob- 


ſerving all, even the moſt ſecret, of our Ac- 


wont WIG. and Thoughts What an un- 


anſwerable 
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1 5 
anfiverable Reply, to every Suggeſtion, by 


Which the Adverſaries of our Souls would at- 
_ tempt to draw us into Sin: He in whoſe 
Hand my Life is, is a preſent Obſerver of the 
very inmoſt Workings-of my Mind, ſo that 
to whatſoever Evil J aſſent, it will be taken 
Notice of as an Act of Rebellion againſt him, 
and whether it be fit that I ſhould obey you 
rather than him judge ye? — What an En- 
couragement to Holineſs, to the ſteady per- 
ſevering Practice of that which is good, not- 
withſtanding all the Inconveniencies, * 5 
culties, and Dangers that may attend it; 
know that he, who requires us thus to watt, 
and who is the Rewarder of all them that di- . 
: prune ſeek him, is a conſtant Witneſs to 


every Part of our Conduct, ſees all our Strug- 


oles, i is perfectly acquainted with all our Dif- 
ficulties, and attends us through the Whole 
of our Way, to ſtrengthen us when we are 
weak, to ſupport us when we are ready to 
Carlin; to direct us when we are in doubt, to 
cChear us in the Midſt of our Afflictions, and 
above all to ſee and remember our Obedience, 
that he may at length beſtow upon us a Re- 
ward, infinitely ſurpaſſing all which we are 
capable of doing or ſuffering in this State of 
Trial? —And all this, my Friends, and much 
more than this, much more than the Time 
* permit me to mention, 18 phy in 


e 


T%3 


1 


walking with God, as it ſuppoſes an habitual 1 | 


Senſe of his Preſence. 


. "2 birdly /y, walking with God FR: he a G Is 
formity to his Will. We have juſt ſeen that 
tit affords the moſt powerful Motives to ſuch | 


Es Conformity; but that is not the Whole; 
it alſo neceſſarily implies it: For how can 


Luo walk together except they be agreed? * 

Walking, in the Language of the facred Wri- 
tings, often means the ſame as living or ating; 
as when it is ſaid, Bleſſed is the Man that 


walketh not in the Counſel of the Un godly +. 


And again, Bleſſed are the Undefiled Tn 25 


May, who walk in the Law of the LoRD 


„ may therefore conclude that Enocll's 8 
walking with God was of this Kind. He 
regulated his Life and Behaviour in ſuch a 
Manner as he knew God required him to do. 
He made it his fincere Endeavour to be i in all 
Things obedient to the Will of his Creator: 
And that not by a few ſudden'Starts of Good- 


neſs, or for a little While only; it was the 


ſettled Principle of his Conduct, and had a 
continued Influence upon his Converſation to- 
wards God, his Neighbour, and himſelf. For 
this too is implicd 3 in the original Expreflion 
made Uſe of in the Texth. And how ne- 


_  ceſlary. ſuch a continuing to walk with God 


8 


| frequentatio, Aſſiduitas, et continuatio Actionis fignificatur. 


Buxtorf de W fa Hi . A in Abs. ua n | 
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was, to Enoch's being accepted of or re- 


warded by him, we may learn from many 
other Places of the Sacred Writings. For 
they not only tell us, that without Holineſs 0 


Man fhall ſee the Lord; * but in them the 


Perſons to whom eternal Life is promiſed are 
deſcribed to be ſuch, as by patient Continu- 
ance in well-doing, * for Glory, and Honour, 
and Immortality: 
declared, that F any Man draw back, PIs Soul | 
Hall ave no Pleaſure i in him. 25 


Once more,  fourthly, walking 95 G 
implies having an Intereſt in his Favour. The 
 LoRD 7s good to all, and his tender Mercies 


And God has. expreſſly 


are over all his Works, as far as their vari- 


ous Circumſtances and Characters will per- 
mit. But we are not therefore to imagine, 
that his Favour is extended equally to all: He 
18 not willing, indeed, that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to Repentance||. But 
if there are any, who cannot be drawn by his 
| Goodneſs to love and ſerve him; any, who ett 


at nought all his Counſel, and will pay no Re- 


gard to his more gentle Reprogf; the Time will 
come, when ſuch obſtinate Offenders ſhall 


ſeverely feel the Effects of his WrathC. And 
on. the other Hand, he will not fail to mani- 

, feſt, ina $ VO . His 19 Kind- 
- $3 neſs 5 
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| neſs to them that walk in his Ways. Theſe 
are his Favourites, whom he has pronounced 
5 Bigſed x, and who ſhall know by happy Ex- 
„ the Extent of his Love; while the 
Wicked /ball be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
ftruttion from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of his Power. As Enoch, 
therefore, walked with God, in the other 
Reſpects which have been mentioned, there 
is no Doubt but he did ſo in this Reſpect too. 
Indeed, as walking together is frequently a 
Sign af Friendſhip, fo the Expreſſion walking 
before God, which differs but little from that 


in our Text, is evidently uſed for being in Fa- 


 wour with God. Thus the Prophet, in the _ : 
Name of God, declares to Eli, I ſaid indeed 


that thy Houſe, and the Houſe of thy Father, 
ſhould talk before me for ever : but now the 
| Lorp /aith, be it far from me; for them that 
honour me, I will honour, and they that dejp iſe 


me ſhall be lightly eſteemed f. And if there 


wolls elſe: have been any Doubt, whether 


. this is alſo implied in walking 07th God, the 


Apoſtle has intirely removed it, ſince he ren- 


ders what in our Text is fo tranſlated, by he 
| * d God. For before his J. ranſlation he had | 


"2008 Te efimony, that he pleaſed ( God d. 
klin and glorious Privilege indeed ! 1. 
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expreſſly called the Friend of 
all, in every Age, who have made it their 
fincere Endeavour to pleaſe him. Nay, he 
poſſible, ſtill more ready to enter into 
Friendſhip with 4s, through his Son, whom 
he has ſent into the World to reconcile us to 
himſelf, and through whom he even beſeeches 
us to be reconciled to him 4. 
were always duly mindful of. this exceeding 
Grace, and ſufficiently careful not to * = 
fo ws. a Salvation! 


( 12 7 
To hy at all regarded by the iat Majeſty 


of Heaven and Earth, what a Proof is it of 
his Condeſcenſion! To know that he in any 
Meaſure careth for us, what a Reaſon for re- 
joicing in him! But that this great, this ſu- 
ovah, before 
whom Angels and Archangels bow with the 
| moſt awful Reverence and lowlieſt Submiſ- 
fion—that he will not only take Notice of 
much Worms as we are, and extend his Com- 
poaſſions towards us, but that he will alſo re- 
ceive us into Friendſbip with him, and ſhew | 
us Marks of his peculiar Favour and Appro- 
Sa tion; this is a Degree of Condeſcenſion and 
Goodneſs, of which it is not poſſible for 5 | 
| to have any adequate Conception! And yet 
it is a Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs Which as 
been vouchſafed, not only to Enoch as in- 


preme, this infinitely perfect Je 


timated in our Text, and to Abraham who is 


Is, N 


Oh that we 


eee Fi bee 19a. 


God *, but to 


* 


Gs 


Thus far the Caſe of Enoch, however re- 


markable, is not peculiar; others may walk 
with God as he did; Multitudes have done 


it already, and Multitudes, no doubt, will 


do it in Times to come. We are now. 


Secondliy, to conſider the Conſequence of E- 

noch's walking with God, which in our Text 

js expreſſed by the Words he was not; for 
God too him. This again divides itſelf into 


| twWO T arts Wl 


And rt, be was not. The Expreſſion 
ſeems rather uncommon. It is uſed however 
upon other Occaſions. We meet with it in 


the Account which Joſeph's Brethren gave of 


as Spies, to ſee the Nakedneſs of the Land. 


Thy Servants are twelve Brethren, the: Sons 
of one Man in the Land of Canaan ; and be- 


Hold, the youngeſt 10 this Day with our Father, Ty 
| ; "and one 7s not. And again , ON their return- 
ing without Simeon, and wanting to carry 


Benjamin with them into Egypt, Jacob their 


Fatber ſaid unto them, Me have ye bereaved of 
my Children: Toſeph is not, and Simeon is not, 
and ye will take Benjamin away*, From theſe 
Inſtances it appears, that the Expreſſion does 
not neceſſarily imply the Death of the Per- 
ſon concerning whom it is uſed. Joſeph's 
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=, Gen, xlii. 13, 16. See alſo Gen. xxxvii. 30. 
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Brethren could not certainly conclude that 


3 14 5 


he was dead. And though Jacob ſuppoſed 


he was, yet he had no Reaſon to think the 
_ fame of Simeon, concerning whom he uſes | 
the ſame Expreſſion. It rather ſeems to im- 
ply. the ſudden and unexpected diſappearing 
of any one, in a Manner which made it ſome- 
What doubtful what was become of him. 
Something like this, we may ſuppoſe, Was 
the Caſe with Enoch. He ſuddenly diſap- 
peared at a Time when his Friends were en- 
tertaining reaſonable Hopes of enjoying him 
for a great While yet to come. For though 
he had lived three hundred and ſixty- five 
Fears, yet, as the Lives of Men then were, 
be might be ſaid to be taken away in the 
Midſt of his Days. It ſeems too, as if thoſe 
whom he had left were for ſome Time at a 


Loſs to determine what was become of him. 


For what elſe can be the Import of the Apo- 2 


ſtle's Expreſſion, when he tells us, that be” F 


1 Was. not Hound? ?* It is added, 


Secondly, that God took him. He was not; 


for God too him. If we had no other Infor- 


mation, concerning the Manner of Enoch's 


leaving the World, than what is contained in 
this Verſe, the Die of the Ex- 

preſſions would lead us to ſuppoſe, that there 
Was ſomething in it very extraordinary, What 


that | 


e 


(-15.3 


that was, indeed, we could not from hence 
.alone infer. The Jews, whether by Tradi- 


tion, or by whatever other Means, ſeem to 


have known, that he was tranſlated. The 
Authors of the Greek Verſion, who were of 
that Nation, have given this Senſe to the 
Text; and the Writers of the Apochryphal 
Books of V. "ly and Ecclefiaſticus have ex- 
e 


preſſed themſelves to the ſame Purpoſe*. But 


we have a better Authority than either of 
| theſe; for the Apoſtle aſſures us, that by Faith 
Enoch was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee. 
Death; and was not found, becauſe God had 
tranſlated him. This then was the Conſe- 
quence of his walking with God. This the 
happy Experience he had, that he had not in vain 
believed, that God is a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. And the ſame important 
Truth ſhall appear, with equal Certainty, to 
_ every one who will fairly make the Experi- 
ment. God will never fail any of thoſe, who 
in this Manner put their Truſt in him; but 
,, will be inconceiveably better to them than all 
their Expectations. They cannot indeed hope 


to be tranſlated as Enoch was. That is a 


Favour which has been vouchſafed to very 
few, (perhaps only to Enoch and Elijah) and 
is promiſed to none; and therefore no one 
can have any Reaſon to think that it ſhall be 


— 
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| his particular Lot. It is a Privilege, however: 

by no Means peculiar to thoſe Old Teſtament 
9 It ſhall be experienced at the laſt 
Day by a very great Multitude; even by as 
many as ſhall be alive and remain at the co- 


ming of the Lord, who ſhall all be changed i in 


a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye*; as it 
is probable the Bodies of Enoch and Elijah 
were, and that of our blefſed Lord when he 


aſcended in the View of his a after 
ng his Reſurrection. | 


But thou gh this peculiar Privilege cannot 


be expected 7 4 any Perſon in particular, and 

probably will not be again vouchſafed to any 
till the Time of the Conſummation of all 
Things; yet all that is moſt eſſentially deſi- 


rable in the Caſe, every one, who is careful to 


walk with God as Enoch did, may expect, 
and depend upon receiving. When it is faid 
of Enoch that God took him, the Ex preſſion 
ſieems indeed to allude to the Manner 0 his 
being taken, ſo as not to ſee Death; but it 
alſo implies, what is of much greater Impor- 
tance — that he took him from all the Evils 
of the preſent Life — that he took him to 
| himſelf—and that he took him to a State . 


Reward and. bliſsful Enjoyment. Without 


| theſe Conſequences, his not ſeeing Death 
would have been no more a * than his 


continuin 8 


85 1 Cor.” xv. 515 „ 5% and I, . Theft iv. 1. 


2 8 


„ 
continuing to live on Earth; nay, as bis 
Tranſlation deprived him of his earthly En- 
Jjoyments, if it had given him nothing in Re- 
turn, it would haye been a Puniſhment, and 
not a Bleſſing. And 7heſe Conſequences of his 


Tranſlation, which made it to be indeed a 


Bleſſing, will be equally the Portion of all 
them, who, from a Belief of the Being and 


Perfections of God, and an habitual Senſe of 
his Preſence, ſhall Baye made it their ſincere 

Endeavour to be in all Things conformed to 
his Will, and to have an Intereſt in his F a= 


vour. | 


In the 600 Place, when it is faid of Enoch 
that God tool him, it muſt imply that he ro 


him from all the Evils of this Life. The pre- 


ſent was intended as a State of Trial; and 
Frailties, and T emptations, and Dangers, and 
Difficulties, and Sorrows, are eſſential to ſuch 
a State ; and have all been greatly, increaſed, 
* by the increaſing and abounding Wickedneſs 

of Man. Hence it comes to paſs, that the 
mot ri When and holy Perſons are not ex- 


rom their Share of Sufferings ; nay, 


Suk erings are in a certain Senſe to be looked 


upon as peculiarly their Portion; for whom 
the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and. ſcourgeth 


every Son whom he receiveth*. But though 7 
Sufferings oy be their Portion here, they 


— 5 
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YN cannot reach them after they are taken from 
1 hence. How much ſoever they may intef= _ 
Wh rupt and allay the Enjoyments of Earth, _— 
14 ſhall not be permitted to encroach upon the 
Wl Happineſs of Heaven. No: when, as is ſaid 
of of Enoch, God takes his Saints, though it 
_ be not in the ſame extraordinary Way, but | 
| only by the common and ordinary Means of 
el Death, he takes them from all that can oc- 
= _ - caſion them: the leaſt Uneaſineſs. The fleſhy 
»-M | Tabernacle, which has here been a grievous 
5 Reſtraint, and frequently the Cauſe of ſevere 
Wa Afflictions to the Heaven - born Spirit, ſhall 
wn clog and torment it no more. All Pain is 
Wl ceaſed : : all the Weakneſs of the Fleſh is done 
al away: all Tears are for ever wiped from their 
* Efes: they may from thenceforth be account- 
MN ed led in that they reſt from their Labouro f. 
5 ol Secondly; another Thing implied in God' 8 
f #| taking Enoch is, that he took him to bimſelf., 
i 8 It was before obſerved, that ſtrictly ſpeaking, , 
2208 it is impoſſible for any one to be abſent from 
» "ll God, becauſe He is every where preſent. But 
1 though God be every where preſent, his Pre- 
. ſence: is not alike manifefted in every Place. 
* In this World, the Saints themſelves have 
1 often Reaſon to ſay, Behold, I go forward, 
18 but he is not there; and backward, but I can- 
+408 nat perceive him on the 1 1 Hand where he 
RN „ means ng ey Jane 
22 — = 
2 * XIV. 13. 
18840 ; . 
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155 I 5 but I cannot bebold. . 4 bi 
deth himſelf on the Right Hand, that I cannot 


ſee him*. And at beſt, while here, they can 
only ſee him at a Diſtance, with the Eye of 


Faith, and as it jt were through a Glaſs dark- 


ty. But when they are taken from hence, 
that Vail of Fleſh, which was interpoſed be- 


_. tween them and the Father of Spirits, ſhall 


be left behind, or ſo changed as to be no 
longer an impediment to their ſeeing him. 


For we are expreſlly aſſured, that Bleſſed are 


the Pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God F 
And if even in this Life, Aal beſt Supports, 
and nobleſt Conſolations, were derived from 


a Senſe of his being ever preſent with them, 

though they could ſee him only with the Eye 
of Faith, how great ſhall be their Happineſs, 

_ when they ſhall /ee him Face and Face, and 
know even as alſo they are known}. Which 


may lead us to obſerye, Lp 
1 


who were left behind. For it is evidently 


ſpoken of as a Privilege and a Bleſſing: a 


Conſequence of his having walked with or 


pleaſed God. But it is impoſſible, that even 
In thoſe early Ages of the World (OR, __— 


2 5 e 


1 birdly, that when it is ; Gat of Enoch that 
God'took him, it implies that he took him 20 


a State of Reward and bliſsful Enjoyment. 80 
it muſt needs have been Send by thoſe 


„ 


. Job xxiii. 8, 9. 1 Matt. Vs s. * 1 I. Cor. n 12. 
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ve learn from many Paſſages in the Moſaic 


' Hiſtory, long Life was eſteemed a Bleſſing) 
they ſhould imagine that God intended to re- 
Ward his Favourites, only by depriving them 


of the preſent Life, and reducing them to a 

State of Inſenfibility. No: when they were 
told that Enoch walked with God, 0 was 

not, for God took him, they muſt have un- 


derſtood by it, that God took him to a State, 
where not only his preſent Temptations, and 


Difficulties, and Sufferings, ſhould be at an 
End, but where alſo he ſhould enjoy ſome 


great Degree of Happineſs, ſuch as it became 
a God of infinite Goodneſs and Power, to 


; ſed. 


rant on one with whom he was Well Pepe | 


g then They malt bs greatly mills 


who ſuppoſe that the generality of Perſons 


who lived under the Old Teſtament Diſpen- 


| fation, had no Knowledge of a future State. 


This Text, and that which relates to the 
Tranſlation of Elijah *, ſeem alone ſufficient 
to prove the contrary. And the giving thoſe 
to whom Life and Immortality were not ſo 
fully brought to Light as they now are in the 


1 


_ Goſpel, ſuch evident Proofs of the reality of 
another Life, in which God would be more 
_ eminently the Rewarder of them who deli- 


3 ig MA im Bones 8 e be one 


— cat 
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great End, which was. ended. to be an- 
fwered, by the peculiar Privilege vouchſafed 
to Enoch and Elijah. When a Man died 
and left a dead and putrifying Corps, a Doubt 
might be ſtarted whether any Thing elſe did. 
really remain or not: Whether there was any 
difference between the Spirit of a Man and 
- tbe Spirit of a Beaſt : Or whether all did not 
go to. one Place x. But when Men who had 
been remarkable for their Piety, and Obe- 
” dience to the Will of their Creator, were 
taken away alive, by the manifeſt Power of 
God; and ſo e as that they could not 
any where be found, after the moſt diligent 
Search, nor were ever ſeen again upon Earth; 9 
what inference ſo natural, as that theſe were | 
taken, to live in another and a happier State, 9 
which was free from all the Inconveniencies 
of the preſent, and in which an ample Re- 
ward was prepared, for ſuch exemplary Good- 
.neſs | ? And being thus convinced of the reality 
_ of ſuch a State, and of the poſhbility of Mens 
being admitted to it, how could they who. . 
knew this avoid concluding, that Others, 
who led eminently holy and godly Lives here 
(perhaps little if at all leſs 10 than thoſe who 
had been Tranſlated) ſhould be equally pro- 
vided for, and rewarded by, a God who is 
un the F ather of all his Creatures, and 


b whoſe 
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Eceles. iii. 18-22, 
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That therefore, 


could be no Obſtacle to their Happineſs : 


And now, my 3 1 ohne 
the two Parts of the Text, it only remains to 


make a ſuitable le Application 5 a has been 
obſerved. | 


WV irſt PRI what Reaſon have we to rejoice 
in, and he grateful for, the important Truth, 2 
which is plainly implied in our Text, and 
which is ſtill more plainly revealed, and more 
ſtrongly confirmed to us, in the Goſpel of 
It was an Act of Goodneſs in God 
to give us Being; and the leaſt of the Mer- 
cies of the preſent Life is greater than our 
If we had walked with him moſt 


Chriſt. 


Deſerts. 


periſhed.— 


e 


whoſe Character it peur is, that be is 

no Reſpecter of Perſons. 
ſince the greateſt Part of theſe (all indeed ex- 
cept one or two) died like other Men, Death 


and conſequently, that there muſt needs be 
ſomething which ſurvived the Body, ſome- 
thing which ſhould be capable of Happineſs 
or Miſery, of Puniſhment or Reward, after 
the outward Man had 
might be the Deſign of God's taking away 
Enoch and Elijah in ſo extraordinary a Man- 
ner: and this the Uſe which might be made 
of it, by thoſe who had not the Light of the 
| Goſpel, by which to inform themſelves more 


fully and certainly, of what relates t to the fu- : 
ture Life and World. 4 


- Such 


[ 


. 6 
en and ſerved him moſt faithfully; if 


wie had done in ſhort all which it was poſſible 
for us to do in Obedience to his Will, we 
ſhould ſtill have Reaſon to fay, as our Lord 
reminds us, We are unprofitable Servants : we 
have done only that which was our Duty to 


do*. But when we have been ſo far from 


ſuch perfect Obedience, that we have, on the 

_ contrary, in innumerable Inſtances, broken 
the Laws, trampled upon the Authority, and 
abuſed the Mercies of our Creator ; what 
could we expect, but to be excluded from 
his Favour, and ſubjected to the Puniſhment 

which our Sins had deſerved? But adored 

be his Goodneſs, bis Thoughts are not our 


- Thou gbts, neither are his Ways our Ways Þ : 


= Judgment is his Work, it is his ſtrange 
Work f; for he delighteth in Mercy &. And 
that to oh a Degree, that this Privilege of 
being taken to himſelf, and made happy in 
his Preſence to all Eternity, is offered to 
as many as will accept of it, whatever their 
paäaſt Offences may have been, upon Condi- 
tions with which all may comply: for he 


has at the ſame Time offered the Aſſiſtance, 


which is neceſſary to enable Men to con- 
form to thoſe Conditions. This is the 
: Grace Which came by Jaan Chriſt, whom he 


Has | 


4 "RE * 
2 6 y 


* Luke xvii. 10, + Ifaiah lv. 8. 2 Tinh x xxVIii. 21. 
5 $ Mich, vii. 18. 
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has delivered up to Suferings Gi Death for 


that very Purpoſe. Amazing Love indeed ! 
which God has manifeſted towards us, in ſend- 
Ing bis only begotten Son into the World, that 
fach finful Creatures as we are might live, 
_ through him *, a Life of eternal Glory and 
Blefſedneſs! How ſhould our Hearts be fil- 


led with Gratitude and Praiſe for ſuch Good- 
neſs! And with what Reſignation, and Chear- 


fulneſs, ſhould it teach us to ſubmit, to any 
Afflictions, which God may ſee fit to lay up- 
on us, in the preſent Life. The greateſt and 
heavieſt Sorrows that can be our Portion here, 


| however for the preſent grievous to be borne, 


are in themſelves not worthy to be yy ared 
ith the Glory which ſhall be revealed here- 
after, in all who here make it 1 ſincere 
Endeavour to walk with God: and they ſhall 
moreover be of ſuch ſhort Duration, even tho 
they ſhould continue through the Whole of 
1 er longeſt Life, that, in Compariſon with 
Eternity, to call them momentary Afflictions 
is making them leſs ſhort than they really are. 


When we have the Offers of an eternal Hap- 
pineſs then, and of all the Means of Grace 


which are neceſſary to our attaining to that 
Happineſs, ſhall we be ſo little ſenſible of 
ſuch unſpeakable Favours, as to repine and 
* diſcontented, if we Tapper: to meet with 


þ 7 ” " PX © as : . b 


„1. John ir. 3. f Rom. viii. 18. 
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(25) 


_n few Things which are difagrecable to us, in 
our Way to ſuch Happineſs? This ſurely 
could never be the Caſe with us, if we were 
but in any tolerable Degree ſenſible of the 
| Gratitude we owe to the Giver of every good 
and perfect Gift, for all his loving Kindneſs 
towards us, and of the Ingratitude which 
there certainly is, in our receiving with Im- 
patience the preſent Chaſtenings of our Hea- 
venly Father, when he has made ſuch rich 
Proviſion for us beyond the Grave: nay, 
when the Afflictions, of which we are ſo apt 
to complain, are not only light and momen- 
tary, but are intended to work for us @ far 


more exceeding and eternal M. "eight of Glory* . 


Scarcely any Affliction can be more grie- 
vous, than the Loſs of ſuch Friends as we 
had every Reaſon to value; ſuch as were near 
and dear to us, as well by their many excel - 
lent Qualities, and great Uſefulneſs, as by 
the Ties of Blood, or a long Acquaintance. 
And of all the Loſſes of this Kind, none can 
exceed that of an able and faithful Paſtor, 
under which ſo many of you are now mourn- 
ing. But even in ſuch a Caſe, we ought to 
remember how many other Mercies we have 
ſtill left us; and eſpecially, that if we walk 
with God, and have him for our Friend, he 
can n infinitely more than make up to us the 


„ 2 


. : - * 
Fg 2 
— . . — IEEE 


— 


1 * 
4 
1 
'*, 
"Fs 
. 7 
7 
0 
wal f 
= +.[? 
4. *; 
_ l 
Ss 
kt 
1 
„ „ 
A. 
8 
1 & 
0 
pF: 4 
1 
„ 
4 
= 
„N 
: % 
—_ 
1 
- 4 
yy n 
\ _ . 
3 
8 
* 
＋ 
4 l 
1 oo? 
on * 1 "7 
* 4 
2 + 
N 
. * 
4 FB 
751 „ 
9 
A 
4 
4 
oo þ 
— +45 
a = — 
1 4 
K. 1 
= + 5, 
SCE 87 1s 
p 1 
„ i s 
USP *% 
v* BY 
ho 
. 
x, 
a Wh 
„ 
An 
i 
4 
Oo . 4 
5 
. 4 
13 
2 
i, 7 
I 4 
3 
N * 
N 7 
4 . 

«A 4% 
>»; 337% 
11 , 
1 
71 « 
* N 

* 
428 
1 . 
"4) * 
oa) - > 
k "$4 
i 4. 
P 
. 
8 
»4 % 28 8 
1 a 
n 
3 \ 
4x uh 
XY 
("3 / 
1 
Th. {4 
„ * 
” 13 
* 2 
* 2 4 
£5 . 
[- 4+ Y 
vy 7% 
Free, 
&: 12 
11 
14 
1 , 
1 
27 $5 - 
* p 
8 4 
. y 
p : Wh 
"Al, 27 * 
«1a 
* 
e 
FE "4 
* 
7 
2 
1 
\ 
« | 
* 
1 F 
. 
1 
7 . 
145 
1. x 
2D 
- R] 
75 * 


= — In — l 
+ S „ bt FTI ESD niet 
— 2 . — 8 3 
* & BL: _— 


thou 
has given Occaſion to the preſent Diſcourſe, 
was long, as we may ſay, ſhaken over the 


( 26 ) 
Loſs of every Thing beſide; and, if it 10 not 


our own Fault, certainly will do it, by ta- 
king us at laſt to himſelf. 


Secondly, from what happened to Weben 


we learn, how little Reaſon we have to be 
4 33 afflicted on Account of the ſudden 


emoval of our Friends. - This indeed is 
what we are apt to be. And no Doubt but, 


gh the excellent Perſon, whoſe Removal 


Grave, yet as his Departure was at laſt ſud- 


den and unexpected, nay as it happened 


when we had begun to flatter ourſelves with 


| the Proſpect of his ſpeedily returning to his 


beloved People, and reſuming his uſeful La- 
bours, it has appeared the more afflicting, 


and thoſe who are affected by it have found 
it the harder to acquieſce therein. But, as 
with Reſpect to ourſelves, we have till a 
Friend who can be better to us than all we 
have loſt, and ought therefore to moderate 


our Grief on our own Account, ſo with Re- 


ſpect to thoſe who are taken from us, and in 
particular with Reſpect to the Friend for 
whoſe Death we are now more immediately ” 


concerned, there is not the leaſt Reaſon why 


wie ſhould lament on his Account. The Su- 
denneſi with which he was taken was no Miſ- 


fortune to him. It did not make Death more 
painful or more terrible. 3 rather diſarmed 
" "Er. 51 him 


8 1 

him of his Terrors, and took away his Sting. 
If God did not know, that a ſudden unexpect- 
ed Removal from the preſent World was a 
real Bleſſing to thoſe who are prepared for it, 
he would not have removed thoſe in this 
Manner, whom he intended peculiarly to fa- 
vour; as in the Caſe of Enoch he anne 
did. | 85 
Wn 2 bbw gch Reaſon have we, all 
Things conſidered, : to think with Pleaſure of 


the Removal of ſuch of our Friends as have 


walked with God on Earth. If when with 
Reſpect to us they are not, it is only becauſe 
God has taken them; how infinitely for the 
better muſt be the Change they have made ? 
To go from ſuch a World as this, in which 
they were continually ſurrounded with Ten 


Thouſand Thouſand Things, which might | 


throw Difficulties in their Way, or create 
them Uneaſineſs, into the bliſsful Preſence of 
the God whoſe Service was their chief De- 
light, and his Favour their principal Support 
and Happineſs while here; to be received by 
the Father of their Spirits into the Number 
of thoſe whom he has begun to make com- 


pletely bleſſed; — to be delivered from ſuch 


irkſome Priſons as theſe Bodies do often 
prove, and from all. the Dangers, and Fears, 
and Struggles, which negeſfarily attend even 
the beſt of Men, while they dwell in Houſes 
.-of Clay;—and to be introduced into that State 
3 Where 


(3) 


where nothing can any more alarm or annoy 
them, but where their Happineſs will be for 
ever uninterrupted and for ever improving :— | 
this to our pious Friends is the Conſequence 
of their being taken by God. What do we 
then, when we wiſh that they had been con- 
tinued longer with us, but wiſh that they had 
been longer ſubjected to the Difficulties and 
Inconveniencies with which all muſt here 
ſtruggle? What do we, but act the Part of 
Enemies? As if we envied them their Hap- 
pineſs, and would be glad to deprive them 
of, or to with-hold them from it. Let us 
learn then not to ſorrow, even as others who 
have no Hope, for thoſe faithful Servants of 
| Jeſus, who are fallen aſleep in him; but ra- 
ther to rejoice in that full Aſſurance of Hope, 
which is held forth to us in the Goſpel ; as 
knowing that when they are taken from us, 
they are taken by and to God, and that thoſe 
2050 reep in Jeſus will God bring with Bim k. 


Fourthly, ſince ſuch Happineſs 3 is prepared | 
for them that walk with God, let it be our 
5 principal Care to make this Happineſs our 
own. This Advice [I would urge upon two ů 
Sorts of Perſons: 5 . 


F ir, upon thoſe who have not yet begun - 
to walk with God; whom 1 would intreat 
to 


— 


J. Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. 


THY 


to think ſeriouſly of what they have addi 
and then to aſk themſelves a Reaſon of their 
Conduct. RecolleR, Sirs, what it is to walk 


with God: and what would be the Conſe- 
quence of your ſo walking.— To walk with 
God, is to believe that there is one ſupreme, 


almighty, and all- perfect Being, the Creator 
ok all Things that are, on whom you are ab- 


ſolutely dependant for every Enjoyment : a 
Truth of which no one, who properly re- 
flects, can poſſibly doubt.— To walk with 
God, is to have a conſtant and affecting Senſe 


0 the moſt intimate and continual Preſence 


of him, on whom you thus depend, and who, 
whether you think of him or not, muſt be 
preſent, as a Friend to ſupport, to provide 
for, and to comfort you, or as an Enemy to 


mark your Offences, that he may judge, con- 


demn, and puniſh you. And whether the 


one or the other of theſe ſhall be the Caſe, 


will (ſuch is the Mercy of God through a 
Redeemer) depend on yourſelves ; z on "Ge a 
Manner, in ſhort, in which you are affected 


93 the Senſe of his Preſence. For 
- To walk with God, is to be conform- 


ak to Ha Will. Here, rio Doubt, your chief 
Objection lies. Yet what reaſonable Objec- 
tion can you have to this? He not only has, 
as your Creator, Preſerver, and continual Sup- 
porter, an abſolute Right in all you have and 
are, and ought therefore to be obeyed by you 


without 
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0 * 1 
without the leaſt Exception or Limitation; 3 
but his Will is the moſt perfect Rectitude, 
and Wiſdom, and Goodnefs, Nothing will 
he command, but what you ought to do for 
its own Sake, even if it were not command- 
ed. Nothing will he command, but what 
the hi gheſt Wiſdom muſt approve, and the 
moſt Ge Love and Compaſſion for his 
Creatures dictate. What Enemies then muſt 
they be to themſelves, who refuſe. Obedience 
to ſuch Commands Once more, 70 walk 
with God is, in ee of ſuch a Con- 
formity to his Will, to have an Intereſt in 
his peculiar Favour. To be able to reckon 
this almighty, all-gracious, omnipreſent Be- 
ing for your Friend, who will be a very pre- 
ent Help in * every Time of Need, a Stay 
and Support when Difficulties preſs, an un- 
failing Protector when Dangers threaten, and 
the bountiful Supplier of all your Wants.— 
This it is, Sirs, fo walk with God even du- 
ring the preſent Life: And is this a Thing 
to be avoided ? Is it not what « every one, who 
has the leaſt Concern for his own Happineſs, 


-- mw ardently wiſh. to do? What nohe, but 


they who are Enemies to themſelves, will | 
dare to negle&? 


And much more muſt this appear to *. 
the Caſe, if the {mad l of 55 Be- 
haviour 


*. * 


* 20 ** * 0 — r ö bh. 


** Pſalm xlvi. 4. 


| haviour are taken into the Account. For, in 
this View of it, the Difference between walk - 
ing or not walking with God is infinitely | 
great. They who walk with him, ſhall be 
taken by him at laſt, though not in the ſame 
extraordinary Way as Enoch was, yet to the 
ſame happy and glorious Preſence of the God 
in whom they have delighted, and who has 
prepared for them ſuch a compleat Fullneſs 
of every Good, as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither has entered into the Heart of 
Man. While they who have finally per- 
liſted in refuſing to walk with him, ſhall be 
taken from hence indeed, and therefore from 
all which they have uſed to eſteem their good 
Things, and to ſet their Hearts upon, but ſhall _ 
at the ſame Time be baniſhed from the bliſs- 
ful Preſence of God, and ſentenced to feel 
only the Effects of his Wrath; being caſt in- 
to outer Darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and 


gnaſbing of Teeth +; where their Worm dieth 


not, and the Fire is not quenched g, but the 
Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth up for ever 
and ever d. O conſider this, ye who forget 
God, left he tear you in Pieces, and there be 
none to deliuer l. Life and Death, Bleſſing and 
CurfingC, are yet before you, that you may 
chooſe which you will have. Now zs the Day 


2 by 1 tt —_— 


I. Cor. ii. 9. + Matt. xxv. 30» f Mark ix. 44. 
F Rev. xiv. 11: Pfalm l. 2. J. Deut. xxx. 19. 


3 
of Salvation *, and you may turn, and walk 
_ with God, and be happy in his Favour both 
=_ here and for ever. But if you now refuſe his 
=_ | Kindneſs, the Kindneſs which he has ſealed 
to you with the Blood of his Son, you know | 
not how ſoon he may ſwear in his Wrath, 
that you fhall not enter into his Reſt . And 
there will then remain no more Sacrifice for 
Sins, but a certain fearful Looking for of Fudg- 
ment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour 
the Adverſaries. En 


Secondly, let ſuch of us too, as have made 
ſome Progreſs in the moſt delightful and pro-; “ 
fitable Duty of walking with God, think ſe- , 
riouſly on what we have heard. And ſeeing 
that there is every Thing in the Courſe we 
have taken to recommend it to us, and no- 

thing which ought to deter us from it ; ſee- 

ing that the Difficulties we may meet with, 
and the Pains it may coſt us to perſevere there- 
in, nay, and all the Sufferings of the preſent 

Life, from whatever Cauſe ariſing, are not 
worthy to be compared with the Glory which 
ſhall be revealed in us hereafter, if we faint 
not; let us reſolve, that, through the Grace 
of God aſſiſting us, we will continue ftedfaſt, 

unmoveable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord, for as much as we know that our 
e OT: 1 


* — _ 8 : 5 
W 2 — 


— 


ll. Cr. . 4. 4 Hen in 1. 1 led xo 26. #7 
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Labour is not in vain in the Lord * Let us 


never think that we can do too Much. or be 


too earneſt and diligent, in this great Work. 
Every Advance we make in it will be an Ad- 
vance in Happineſs: in Happineſs greater 


than we can now conceive, and laſting as E— 
ternity. None ever repented the Time they 5 
had ſpent, or the Pains they had taken, in 


- _ 


this Buſineſs of walking with God. If you 


could but now conſult your late excellent 


| Paſtor, and hear his Sentiments upon the 


Matter, with how much Earneſtneſs would 


he urge the Importance of that, which he 
has ſo often recommended to you, and preſ- 
ſed upon you from the Place where I now 
ſtand, and of which his Life was a continued 


Example. That unfeigned Spirit of Piety 


and Devotion, and true Zeal for the Cauſe of 
God and Chriſt, which animated all his La- 


bours among you, was at the ſame Time an 


Inſtance and an Effect of his walking with 


God. That ſtrict Regard to Juſtice and In- 


| tegrity, in the utmoſt Extent of thoſe Du- 


ties, which he manifeſted upon all Occaſions 
that Benevolence, Charity, and Modera- 


tion, which cauſed him never to behold Di- 


ſtreſs without pitying it, nor to pity without 
wiſhing and endeavouring to relieve it; which 


made him a an e to all ſuch harſh and 
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injurious Meaſures, as have too often been 
practiſed by others under a Pretence of Zeal 


for Religion, though he ſaw them to be the 


.moſt oppoſite Things in the World to the 


true Spirit of the Religion of a crucified Re- 


deemer; which induced him to refrain from 


inliſting himſelf under any party Denomina- | 


tion, and diſpoſed him at all Times to aſſiſt 


and relieve, to, x 
whom he bad R n to think were act 
by a fincere Regard to God and Holineſs, to 
_. whatever Sect or Party they might otherwiſe 


* 
* 


rotect and encourage, thoſe 
eaſon to think were actuated 


belong — that Temperance and Self- Com- 


mand for which he was remarkable while in 


1 „ + 4 yy 1 $i $$” 8 | HV EOCH Gr 
Health—that Patience and Reſignation which 


"  & % 


diſtinguiſhed him in the Midſt of his Afflic- 
tions that Calmneſs and Serenity with which 
he looked forwards to the future Life, When 
his long and dangerous Illneſs ſet it fully in 
his View— in a Word — that Conformity in 
all Reſpects to the Will of God, at which he 
appeared to be continually aiming - all theſe* 


„ 


Tho 'the Author in delivering this Diſcourſe, confined 
. himſelf to the moral and religious Character of the deceaſed, 
to which alone the Subject he was conſidering had any direct 
Relation; yet he fully intended, bad not Illneſs prevented 
him, to have ſabjoined a Note in this Place, in order to. do 
ſome Juſtice to the intellectual and literary Accompliſhments. 
of his late Friend. And it is certain, he might with great 
.Propriety have repreſented him, as having not only cultivated 
with Care thoſe Branches of Learning, which are more imme- 
diately ſubſervient to the Miniſterial Office; but alſo as being 


furniſhe 


„ 
were ſo many Proofs and Inſtances of his 
<valking with God. Nor is there any Room 
do doubt but he will be for ever enjoying the 
happy Conſequences of a Life ſo ſpent, in 


the Preſence of that God with whom he has 
wWoalked. Let us then, my Friends, be here- 
by excited to go and do likewiſe, You eſ- 
pPecially Who have long fat under his Mini- 
ſtry, do you carefully remember, that, in this 
| Reſpect, he being dead -yet.:;fpeaketh*. And 
now when you-can no longer be benefited by 
his future Labours, let the Recollection of 
his former, and of the Life by which he en- 
forced them, be a powerful Means of enga- 
ging you to follow his Example, together 


with that of Enoch, and the reſt of the in- 


numerable Multitude who have trodden the 
ſame Path, and are enjoying, in a good De- 

gree, the Happineſs and Glory to which it 
leads. That fo you may alſo follow them 
beyond the Grave, and being there joined 
e * apy > 


* n . 


— 
2 —— — 


furniſhed with a great Variety of other uſeful and ornamental 
Knowledge. He was well read in General Hiſtory and Geo- 

 graphy, and in the Lites and Characters of the moſt celebra- 

ted Perſonages who have appeared in the World, both in for- 
mer and later Ages. His Sentiments about the Conſtitution of 
his own Country were liberal and enlarged. He was much con- 
verſant with the Works of Creation; and had a ſtrong Reliſh | 


for thoſe Beauties of Nature, which preſent themſelves to a 


_ contemplative Mind. His Acquaintance with the beſt Wri- 
tings of ancient Greece and Rome was conſiderable ; and his 
Taſte as to the Productions of the polite and elegant Arts was 
FG EE rw do aid Lanny _ 
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le bleſſed Society of the Spirits. of juſt Men | 3 


made perfect., (which ſhall never have Cauſe 


to fear a Separation, or the leaſt Interruption _ 
of their Friendſhip) may know infinitely bet- 
ter than it is poſſible for you at preſent to 
conceive, what-1s the vaſt Import of that Pro- 
* miſe, God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be 


- their God if: and conſequently of the Expreſ- 


ſion uſed concerning Enoch 1 in our Text, be 
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